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Through the years, millions of immigrants have come to our shores
seeking to share in the promise of freedom represented by our flag.
From war-torn Europe, to the mountains of Afghanistan, to the deserts
of Iraq, the flag and those who carry it are universally recognized as
harbingers of liberation, justice, and peace. Regardless of circumstance,
our flag endures as a sign of hope.

On Flag Day, we look to the red, white, and blue as a symbol of our
commitment to advancing the universal hope of liberty and justice for
all. Old Glory abounds in the landscape of our daily lives, reminding
us of the freedom we share. The 50 stars and 13 stripes are not just
a random pattern, they symbolize the blessings of liberty we enjoy as
Americans.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint reso-
lution approved August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492), designated
June 14 of each year as ‘‘Flag Day’’ and requested that the President
issue an annual proclamation calling for its observance and for the dis-
play of the Flag of the United States on all Federal Government build-
ings. The Congress also requested, by joint resolution approved June 9,
1966, as amended (80 Stat. 194), that the President issue annually a
proclamation designating the week in which June 14 occurs as ‘‘Na-
tional Flag Week’’ and calling upon all citizens of the United States to
display the flag during that week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2003, as Flag Day and
the week beginning June 8, 2003, as National Flag Week. I direct the
appropriate officials to display the flag on all Federal Government
buildings during that week, and I urge all Americans to observe Flag
Day and National Flag Week by flying the Stars and Stripes from their
homes and other suitable places. I also call upon the people of the
United States to observe with pride and all due ceremony those days
from Flag Day through Independence Day, also set aside by the Con-
gress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor America, to celebrate our herit-
age in public gatherings and activities, and to publicly recite the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7685 of June 13, 2003

National Homeownership Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Homeownership is more than just a symbol of the American Dream; it
is an important part of our way of life. Core American values of indi-
viduality, thrift, responsibility, and self-reliance are embodied in
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homeownership. I am committed to helping more families know the se-
curity and sense of pride that comes with owning a home.

The Department of Housing and Urban Development is leading an Ad-
ministration-wide effort to bring new tools and resources to would-be
homeowners. We are providing financial assistance to qualified fami-
lies through the American Dream Downpayment Fund, funding edu-
cational programs that stress financial literacy, and offering a compas-
sionate hand to those who dream of moving from subsidized housing
into homeownership. And through the Self-Help Homeownership Op-
portunity Program, my Administration partners with nonprofit organi-
zations that offer homeownership opportunities to families willing to
contribute their skills and labor to help build a home of their own. We
are also proposing ways to make it easier to shop for a mortgage and
to make mortgages available to more families through the Federal
Housing Administration.

Today, the United States is fortunate in that our homeownership rate
is at an all-time high, and low interest rates continue to encourage mil-
lions of Americans to become first-time homeowners. Although a
record number of Americans own their own homes, we continue to see
a gap between the homeownership rates of minorities and nonminori-
ties. By a significant margin, minority families are less likely to own
their own homes. Therefore, I have called upon the entire housing in-
dustry to join with my Administration to expand minority homeowner-
ship across the Nation. Our goal is to help at least 5.5 million minority
families become homeowners by the end of this decade, and our Blue-
print for the American Dream Partnership is taking bold steps to make
this a reality.

Across our Nation, every citizen, regardless of race, creed, color, or
place of birth, should have the opportunity to become a homeowner.
Homeownership represents a pathway to pride and prosperity for
many families, encourages values of responsibility and sacrifice, cre-
ates stability for neighborhoods and communities, and generates eco-
nomic growth that helps strengthen the entire Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2003
as National Homeownership Month. I call upon the people of the
United States to join me in recognizing the importance of offering
every American the opportunity to realize their dream of homeowner-
ship and to help work towards making that dream a reality.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth
day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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